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SERMON XIX. 
On LUKE Xil. 20. 


But God faid unto him, Thou fool! 


i. UT one of thefe fools is commonly wifer in his 
own eyes than feven men that can render a rea- 
fon. If it were poflible for a chriftian, for one that 
has the mind which was in Chrift, to defpife any one, 
he would cordially defpife thefe, who fuppofe they are 
the men, and wifdom fhall die with them! You may 
fee one of thefe painted to the life, in the verfes pre- 
ceding the text. The ground of a certain rich man (fays 
our blefled Lord) brought forth plenteoufly, (ver. 17, 
&e.) And he reafoned within himfelf, faying, What fhall 
ido? For I have no room where to beftow my fruits. 
And he faid, This will I do, I will pull down my barns 
. and build greater, and there will I beftow all my goods 
and my fruits. And I will fay to my foul, “ Soul, thor 
haft much goods laid up for many years: take thy eafe 
eat, drink, and be merry: but God faid unto bin, Thott 
ool ! 
r 2. I propofe, by the afliftance of God, firft, to open 
and explain thefe few full words, ‘and then to apply 
them to your confcience. Firit to open and explain 
them, A little before, our Lord had been giving a 
folemn caution to one who {poke to him about dividing 
bis inheritance, Beware of covetoufne/s: for the life of é a 
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whan, that is, the happinefs of it, does not confit in the 
abundance of the a that he poffiffeth. To prove and 
illuftrate this wei ty truth, our Lord relates this re. 
markable ftory. e is not“mprobable, it was one that 
had lately occurred, and that was frefh in the memory 
of fome that were ‘prefent. The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plenteou/ly.. The riches of the 
ancients confifted chiefly in the fruits of the earth. 
And he faid within himfelf, What fball I do? The very 
Janguage of want and diltrefs? The voice of one that 
is afflicted and groaning under his burden; What 
fhalt thou do? Why, are not thofe at the door, whom 
God hath appointed to receive what thou eanft {pare ? 
What fhalt thou do? Why, di/perfe abroad and give 
to the poor. Feed the hungry. Clothe the naked. Be 
a father to the fatherlefs, and a hufband to the widow. 
Freely thou haft received, freely give. O no! He is 
wifer than this comes to: he knows better than fo. 
And he faid, ‘This will I do—without afking God’s 
Jeave, or thinking about him any more than if there 
were no God in heaven or on earth—TI w/l pull down 
my barns and build greater, and there will I befow all 
my goods and all my fruits. My fruits! They are as 
much thine as the clouds that fly over thy head! As 
much as the winds that blow around thee; which 
doubtlefs thou canft hold in thy filts!—And I will fay 
to my foul, Soul; thou haft much goods laid up for many 
years. Soul, thou haft much goods ! ‘Are then corn, 
and wine, ‘and oil, the goods of an immortal fpirit ? 
Laid up for many years. ‘Who told thee fo? Believe 
him not, he was a liar from the beginning. He could 
not prolong thy life, if he would. God alone is the 
giver of life and death. And he would not if he could, 
but would immediately drag thee to his own fad abode. 
Soul, take thy eafe, eat, details and be merry! How re- 
plete with folly and madnefs is every part of this won- 
derful foliloquy! Eat and drink! Witl thy fpirit then 
eat and drink? Yea, but rot of earthly food! Thou 
wilt foon eat livid flame, and drink of the lake’of fire 
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burning with brimftone. But wilt thou then drink and 
be merry? Nay, there will be no mirth in thofe hor. 
rid fhades 
but weeping and wailing and gnafhing of teeth. 

- But while he was applauding his own wifdom, 
God faid unto him, Thou fool! This night Jhall thy foul 
be required of thee. And then whofe foal thofe things be 
which thou haft provided? 

4. Let us confider his words a little more attentive- 
ly. He faid within himfelf, What /hall I do? And is not 
the anfwer ready! Do good. Do all the good theu 
can{t. Let thy plenty fupply thy neighbours’ wants, 
and thou wilt never want fomething to do. Canft thou 
find none that need the neceflaries of life? That are 
pinched with cold or hunger? None-that have not rai- 
ment to puton? Ora place where to lay their head? 
Canft thou find none that are wafted with pining fick- 
nefs? None that are languifhing in prifon? If you du- 
ly confidered our Lord’s words, The poor have you al- 
ways with you, you would no more afk, What /haill I do? 


. How different was the purpofeé of this poor mad- .~ 


man? I will pull down my barns and build greater, and 
there will I beftow all my goods. You » yatt ica 
bury them in the earth, or caft them into the dea. ‘This 
will juft as well anfwer the end for which God intruit- 
ed thee with them. 

6. But let us examine a little fundies the remaining 
part of his refolution. f will fay ta. my fouly Soul, thou 
haft much goods laid up for many years, take thy eafe, 
cat, drink, and be merry. What, are thefe the goods 
ef a never-dying fpirit? As well may thy hody teed 
on the fleeting breeze, av thy foul on earthly fruits. 
Excellent counfel then to fuch a fpirit, to eat and drink, 
to a {pirit made equal to angels, made an incorruptible 
picture of the God of glory, to feed not on corrupti- 
ble things, but on th fruit the tree of life, which 
grows in the midft of He paradife of God. 

7» Itis*negqnarvel then, that. God fhould fay unto 
him, Thou fool’ For this terrible reafon, were there 
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440 A SERMON ON LUKE Xii. 20. 
no other, This night fhall thy foul be required of thee! 


s¢ And art thou born to dic, 

To lay this body down? 

And mutt thy trembling fpirit fly 
Into a land unknown? 

A land of deepett thade, 
Unpiere’d by human thought ; 

The dreary regions of the dead, 
Where all things are forgot ?” 


And whofe then fhall all the things be which. thou hap 
provided ? 


If. 1. The fecond thing which I propofed was, to 
apply thefe conficerations, which it is certain, are fome 
of the moft important that can enter into the heart of 
man. In one fenfe, indeed, they have been applied 
already, for what has been faid, has been all applica. 
tion. But I wifh every one who reads or hears thete 
words, directly to apply them to his own foul. 

2. Does it not concern every one that hears, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully, 
to enquire, Was this ever the cafe with me? Have | 
now, or have I ever heretofore had more worldly 
goods given than I wanted? And what were my 
thoughts upon the occafion? Did I fay in my heart, 
What fhall I do?) Was I diftreffed b my abundance ! 
Did I think, ““d)have much good’ 1 up for many 
years ?” Many years! Alas! What is thy life, if pro- 
tracted to its utmoft fpan? Is it not a vapour, that juit 
appeareth, and vanifheth away! Say not then, J will 
pull down my barns; but fay to God in the fecret of 
thy heart, “ ‘Lord, fave or | perifh. See, my riches 
increafe : let me not fet my heart upon them. Thou 
feeft I ftand upon flippery ground, do thou undertake 
for me, 

* Uphold me, Saviour, or L fall! 
O reach me forth thy gracious hand ; 


Only for help on thee I call! 
Only by faith in thee I ftand !” 
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See, Lord, how greatly my fubftance increafes! No. 
thing lefs than thy almighty power can prevent my fet. 
ting my heart upon it, and of being crufhed lower than 
me grave! 

. L afk thee, O Lord, “ What fhall I do?” Firft 
of ail, endeavour to be deeply fenfible of thy danger, 
and make it matter of earneft and conftant prayer, that 
thou mayeft never lofe that fenfe of it. Pray that thou 
mayeft always feel thyfelf ftanding on the brink of a 
precipice, Meantime let the language of thy heart be, 
** Having more means, I will do more good, by the 
grace of God than ever I did before. All the additi- 
onal goods, which it hath pleafed God to put into my 
hands, I am refolved to lay out with all diligence, in 
additional works of mercy. And hereby I fhail day y 
for myfelf a fure foundation, that I may. attain i 
life.”’ 

4. Thou no longer talkeft of thy goods or thy fruits, 
knowing they are not thine, but God’s. ‘The earth is 
the Lord’ s, and the fulnefs thereof: he is the proprie- 
tor of heaven and earth. He cannot diveft himfelf of 
his glory: he muft be the Lord, the pofleflor of all 
that is. Only he hath left a portion of his goods in 
thy hands, for fuch ufes as he has fpecified. How long 
he will be pleafed to lodge them with thee thou doit 
not yet know : perhaps only ull to-morrow, or to night. 
Therefore talk not, think not of many years. Know- 
eft thou not, that thos art a creature of a day, that 
art crufhed before the moth? That the breath w hich 
is in thy noltrils may be taken away at a moment’: 
warning ‘That it may be refurmed by him that gave 
jt, at a time thou thinkeft not of it? How knoweft 
thou, but the next time thou lieft down on thy bed 


thou raayeft hear, Tis night fhail thy foul be required of 


thee. 

4. is not thy life as unftable as acloud? Fluctuating 
as a bubble on the water’ It fleeth as it were a fha- 
dow, and never continueth in one ftay. Mary years ! 
Who is fure of one day? And is it not an inftance 
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both of the wifdom and goodnefs of God, that he holds 
thy breath in his own hand, and deals it out from mo- 
ment to moment, that thou mayeft always remember, 
to ‘* Live each day, as if it were the laft.”” And after 
the few days thou fhalt have {pent under the fun, how 
foon will it be faid, 


























s¢ A heap of duft is all remains of thee, 
Tis all thou art, and all the proud fhail be.’’ 


6. Confider again the exquifite folly of that faying, 
Soul, Thou haft much goods. Are then the products of 
the earth, food for an heaven-born fpirit ? Is there any 
compofjtion of earth and water, yea, though air and fire 
be added thereto, which can feed thofe beings of a 
higher order? What fimilitude is there between thofe 
ethereal fpirits, and thefe bafe-born clods of earth? 
Examine the reft of this wife foliloquy, and fee how 
it will apply to yourfelf. Soul, take thy eafe/ O vain 
hope! Can eafe to a {pirit {pring out of the ground? 
Suppofe the foil were ever fo improved, can it yield 
fuch a harveft? at, drink, and be merry! What! 
can thy foul eat and drink? Yea, 






































«* Manna, fuch as angels eat, 
Pare delights for fpirits fit.” 






But thefe do not grow on earthly ground: they are 
only found in the paradife of God. 
: 7. But, fuppofe the voice which commands life and 
death, pronounce, This night thy foul fhall be required 
of thee: then whofe are all thofe things thou haf 
provided? Alas! Yhey are not thine! Thou haft no 
fonger any part or lot in any of the things that are un- 
der the fun. Thou haft then no more fhare in any of 
thefe things of earth, than if the earth and the works 
of it were burnt up. Naked thou cameft out of thy 
mother’s womb, and naked fhalt thou return. Thou 
hait heaped up many things; but for what end? To 
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leave them all behind thee! Poor fhade! Thou art now 
ftript of all! Not even hope is left. 

8. Obferve the remark, which our Lord has left us 
upon the whole occurence. So is every one who layeth 
up treafure for himfelf, and is not rich toward God! 
Such a fool, fuch an egregious madman, is beyond the 
power of language to exprefs! However wife he may 
be in his own eyes, and perhaps in thofe of his neigh- 
bour, he is in reality the greateft fool under heaven, 
which heapeth up things, from which he muft foon be 
feparated for ever: and whoever is feeking happinefs 
in the things that perith, is /aying up treafure for him- 
felf. This is abfolutely inconfiftent with deing rich (or 
rather, growing toward God) with obeying that {crip- 
tural command, ‘* My fon, give me thy heart.” Hey 
who is a child of God, can truly fay, 


«¢ All my riches are above ! 
All my treafure is thy love.” 


He can teftify, 4// my defire is unto thee, and to the re- 
membrance of thy name. 

g. Let every one who readeth thefe words, narrow- 
ly fearch his own heart. Where haft thou laid up thy 
treafure hitherto? Where art thou laying it up now? 
Art thou labouring to be rich toward God? Or to lay 
up earthly goods? Which takes up the greater part of 
thy thoughts? Thou ‘that art careful for outward 
things, diligent in doing good, and exact in outward 
duties, beware of covetouinefs, of decent honourable 
love of money, and of a defire to lay up treafures on 
earth. Lay up treafure in heaven! A few days hence, 
thou wilt ftep into a land of darknefs, where earthly 
fruits will be of no avail, where thou wilt not be capa- 
ble of eating and drinking or gratifying any of thy 
fenfes: what benefit wilt thou then receive from all 
thou haft laid up in this world? What fatisfaction in 
all which thou haft treafured up, all thou hait left be- 
hind thee? Left behind thee! What! couldeft thou 
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344 THE WISDOM OF GOD 


then take nothing with thee into the everlafting habi- 
tations? Nay then, lay up treafure before thou go 
hence, which fadeth not away! 


EE, Dor 
An Extrad from A Svurver of the Wispom of Gop in 


the CREATION. 


[Continued from page 301. | 


Reflections on the Generation of Birds. 


i (PHAT birds fhould all lay eggs, and not bring, 

forth live young, is a clear argument of Di- 
vine Providence, defigning their prefervation thereby. 
For if they had been viviparous, had they brought any 
number at a time, the burden of their womb mutt have 
been fo great and heavy, that their wings would have 
failed, and they become an eafy prey to their enemies. 
And had they borne but one at a time, they would have 
been bearing all the year. 

2. Since it would have been many ways inconveni- 
ent to birds to give fuck; and yet inconvenient, if not 
deftructive to the new-born chick, to pafs fuddenly 
from liquid to hard food, before the ftomach was 
{trengthened and able to digeft it, and before the bird 
was accuftomed to ufe its bill, and gather it up, which 
it does at firft very flowly and imperfectly; therefore 
nature has provided in every egg a large yolk, which 
ferves the chicken, for a confiderable time, in{ftead of 
milk. Mean time it feeds by the mouth a little at a 
time, and. that more and more, till the ftomach is 
ftrengthened to digeft it. | 

3. Birds that feed their young in the neft, though’ 
they bring but one moriel at a time, and have perhaps 
feven or eight, which all at once, with equal otledindls 
hold up their heads and gape for? yet never miftake, 
never omit one, but feed them ail by turns, 
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4. Though birds cannot number, yet are they able 

to diftinguifh many from few. And when they have laid 
as many egys as they can cover, they give over and 
begin to fit. Yet they are not determined to fuch a 
number: they can go on, and lay more at their pleafure. 
Hens, for inftance, if you let their eggs alone, lay 
fourteen or fifteen, and give over. But if you with- 
draw their eggs daily, they will go on, to lay five times 
that number. This holds not only in domettic birds, 
but alfo in the wild. A ‘fwallow, when her eggs were 
withdrawn daily, proceeded to lay nineteen: 
' g. It is remarkable, that birds, and fuch other ovi- 
parous Creatures as ate long-lived, have eggs enough 
conceived in them at firft, to ferve laying for many 
years, allowing fuch a proportion for every year, as 
will fuffice for one or two incubations. Whereas in- 
fects, which are to breed but once, lay all their eggs 
at once, be they evet fo many. 

6. How exceeding {peedy is the growth of birds that 
ate fed by the old ones in the neft! Moft of them come 
to near the full bignefs, within the fhort term of a 
fortnight: an admirable provifion, that they may not 
lie long in that helplefs condition, expofed to the ra- 
vine of any vermin, and utterly umable to fhift for 
themfelves. 

7. What amazing care do the parents take, for the 
hatching and rearing of their young? Firft, they feck 

ecret and que place, where they may be undifturbed 
in their incubation. Then they make their nefts, eve- 
ry one after his kind, that their eggs and young may 
be foft and warm: and thole fo elegant and artificial, 
as no art of man can imitate. 

After they have laid their eggs » how diligently de 
they fit upon them, icarce giving themfelves'time to go 
off, to get them meat? When the young are hatched, 
how diligently do they brood over them, left the cold 
fhould hurt thera?) All the while labourine hard to get 
them food, and almott ftarving themfelves, left they 
fhoul.! want. Moreover, with what courage are they 
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infpired, fo as to venture their own lives in defence of 

them? The moft timorous, as hens and geefe, darin 

then to fly in the face of a man. And all thefe pains 

are beftowed upon thofe that will render them no 
* thanks for it! And they are beftowed juft fo long as is 
neceflary. For when the young is able to fhift for it. 
felf, the old retains no fuch affection for it, but will beat 
it indifferently with others. 

8. It is another proof of a fuperintending Provi. 
dence, that all animals are produced at the moft con- 
venient time of the year, juft when there is food and 
entertainment ready for them. So lambs, kids, and 
many other living creatures, are brought into the world 
in the {pring, when tender grafs, and nutritive plants 
are provided for their food. The like may be obferved 
concerning filk-worms, whofe eggs are hatched jutt 
when the leaves of the mulberry-tree appear; the ali- 
ment being foft and tender, while the worms them. 
felves are fo, and growing more {trong and fubftantial, ° 
as the infects increafe in bulk and vigour. 

g. A {till farther proof hereof we have in the vari- 
ous inftinéts of animals, directed to ends which they 
know not, as, 1. All creatures know how to defend 
themfelves and offend their enemies. All know what 
their natural weapons are, and how to make ufe of 
them. A boar knows the ufe of his tufks, a horfe of 
his hoofs, a cock of his fpurs, a bee of her fting. 
Yea, a calf will moke a pufh with his head, even before 
any horns appear. 2. Thofe creatures which have not 
ftrength to fight, are ufually fwift of foot or wing, 
and are naturally inclined to make ufe of that fwift- 
nefs, and fave themfelves by flight. 3. Every creature 
knows and fhuns its natural enemy, as a lamb does the 
wolf, and a partridge or poultry, birds of prey. And 
they make ule of a peculiar note, to warn their young 
of their approach, who thereupon immediately run to . 
fhelter. 4. As foon as ever it is brought forth, every 
animal knows its food. Such as are nourifhed with milk 
jmmediateiy find the way to their paps and fuck; 
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whereas thofe which are defigned for other nourith- 
ment, never make any fuch attempt. 5. Birds that are 
fin-toed, or whole-footed, are naturally directed to go 
into the water. So ducklings, though hatched and 
led by a hen, if fhe brings them to the brink of a rive 
er or pond, prefently leave her and go in, though they 
never faw any fuch thing before; and though the hen 
clucks and calls, and does ail fhe can to keep them out. 
6. Birds of the fame kinds make their nefts of the 
fame materials; laid in the fame order, and exactly 
of the fame figure, fo that by the neft one may cer- 
tainly know what bird it belongs to. And this, though 
living in diftant countries, and though they never faw 
any neft made; that is although they were taken out 
of the neft, and brought up by hand. Nor were any 
of the fame kind ever known to make a different neft, 
either for matter, or fafhion; unlefs where the uiual 
matter was not to be had: in that cafe, fome birds ufe 
what they can get. 


: [ To be continued. } 
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An Extract from a ‘fourngy, from Aleppo to Ferufalem ; 
at Lafter, A. D. 1697. 


By Henrr Mavuwnorert, M. A. late Fellow of Exeter 
College, and Chaplain to the Fadtory at Aleppo. 


[Continued from page 306. ] 


RIDAY, March 19. Leaving Beroet, we came 
in one third of an hour to a large plain extend- 
ing from the fea to the mountains. At the beginning 
of the plain is a grove of pine trees.of Faccardine’s 
plantation. We guefled it to be more than half a mile 
acrofs; and fo pleafant and inviting was its fhade, tha 
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it was not without fome regret that we paffed t it by. 
Continuing in this plain, we faw at a diftance, a finall 
village called Suckfoat. It belongs to the drufes, who 
poffefs at this day a long tract of mountains, as far as 
from Caftravan to Carmel. Their prefent prince jis 
Achmet, grand-fon to Faccardine; an old man, and 
one who keeps up the cuftom of his anceftors, of turn- 
ing day into night: an hereditary practice in this fami: 
ly, proceeding from a traditional per{uafion amongtt 
them, that princes can never fleep fecurely but by day, 
when men’s actions and defigns are beft obferv: ed by 
their guards, and if need be, moft eafily prevenied ; 
but that in the night it concerns them to be always 
vigilant, left the darknefs, aided by their fleeping 
fhould give traitors both opportunity and encovrage- 
ment to affault their perfons, and by a dagger or a pit 
tol, to make them continue their fleep longer than they 
intended when they lay down. 

Being arrived at Sidon, we pitched our tents bya 
ciftern without the city; but were ourfelves condutt- 
ed by a French gentleman to the place of his habitati- 
on, which is a large kane clofe by the fea, where the 
conful and all the nation are quarterd together. Be- 
fore the front of this kane is an oid mole, running 
into the fea with a right angle: it was of no great 
capacity at beft, but now is rendered perfectly ufclels, 
having been purpofely filled up with rubbifh and earth 
by Faccardine, tg prevent the Turkifh gallics from 
making their unwelcome vifits to this piace. sea 
about Sidon begin the precin¢ts of the Holy Land, and 
of that part of it in particular which was allotted to 
Afher. The borders of which tribe extended from 
Carmel as far as great Zidon,, as appears from Joth. 
xix. 26. 28. But the people upon the fea-coafts were 
never actually maftered by the Ifraclites ; being left by 
the judgment of God to be thorns in their fides, for a 
reafon that may be feen, Jud..ii. 1, 2, 3, &c. 

The perfon who is the French Conful at Sidom, has 
alfo the title of Conful of Jerufalem 3, and is obliged 
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by his mafter, the French king, to make a vifit to the 
holy city every Eafter, under pretence of preferving 
fanctuary there from the violations, and the friars 

vho have the cuftody of it, from the exactions of the 
Turks. But the friars think themfelves much fafer 
without this protection. We were defirous to join with 
Monficur l? Empereur, the prefent conful, in his pre- 
fent pilgrimage ; and accordingly had fent him a letter 
from Aleppo, on purpofé to befpeak that favour; hop- 
ing, by his protection, to pals more fecurely from the 
abufes ‘of the Arabs and Turks, who are no where fo 
infolent, as in Paleftine, and about Jerufalem. We 
had his promife to flay for us; but the remoras and 
difappointments we met with in the road, had put us 
fo backward in our journey, that fearing to be too late 
at Jerufalem, he fet out from Sidon the day before our 


arrival there: leaving us however fome hopes, that if 


we made the beft of our way, we might come up with 
him at Acra, where he promifed to expect our coming 
to the utmoft moment. 

The next day we arrived at Tyre. This city ftand- 
ing in the fea upon a peninfula, promifes at a diftance 
fomething very magnificent. But when you come to 
it, you find no fimilitude of that glory, for which it 
was fo renowned in ancient times, and which the pro- 
phet Ezekiel defcribes, chap. xxvi. xxvii. xxviii. On 
the north-fide it has an old Turkith ungarrifoned caftle; 
befides which, you fee nothing here, “but a mere Ba- 
bel of broken walls, pillars, vaults, &c. there being 
not fo much as one entire houfe left. Its prefent in- 
habitants are only a few poor wretches, harbouring 
themfelves in the vaults, and fubfifting chiefly upon 
fifhing ; who feem to be preferved in this place by Di- 
vine Providence, as a vifible argument, how God has 
fulfilled his word concerning Tyre, viz. That it fhould 
be as the topof a rock, a place or fifhers to dry their nets 
gn, Ezek. xxvi. 14. 
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In the midft of the ruins, there ftands one pile, hich. 
er than the reft, which is the eaft end of a great church, 
probably of the cathedral of Tyre. 

I cannot, in this place, omit an obfervation made 
by moft of our company in this journey, viz. That in 
ail the ruins of churches which we faw, though their 
other parts were totally demolifhed, yet the eaft end 
we always found ftanding and tolerably entire. Whe- 
ther the chriftians, when over-ruled by infidels, re. 
deemed their altars from ruin with money; or whether 
even the Barbarians, when they demolifhed the other 
parts of the churches, might voluntarily fpare thele, 
out of an awe and veneration ; or whether they have 
ftood thus long, by virtue of fome peculiar firmneds in 
the nature of their fabric; or whether fome occult 
Providence has preferved them, as fo many ftanding 
monuments of chriftianity in thefe unbelieving regions, 
and prelages of its future reftoration, | will not deter- 
mine. 

But to return from this digreflion; there being an 
old ftair-cafe in this ruin laft mentioned, I got up to 
the top of it: from whence I had an entire profpect of 
the ifland, part of Tyre, of the ifthmus, and of the 
adjacent fhore. I thought I could from this elevation 
difcern the ifthmus to be a foil of a different nature 
from the other two; it lying lower than either, and 
being covered all over with fand, which the fea catts 
upon it, as the tokens of its natural right to a paflage 
there, from which it was by Alexander the Great in- 
jurioufly excluded. The ifland of Tyre, in its natural 
ftate, feems to have been of a circular figure, contain- 
ing not more than forty acres of ground. It difcovers 
{till the foundations of a wall, which anciently encom- 
paffed it round, at the outmoft margin of the land. — 

Coming out of thefe ruins, we faw the foundation 
of a very {trong wall, running acrofs the neck of land, 
and ferving as a barrier, to fecure the city on this fide. 
From this place, we were one third of an hour in paf- 
fing the fandy ifthmus, before we came to the ground 
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which we apprehended to be the natural fhore. From 
hence pafling over part of a very fertile plain, which 
extends itfelf to a vaft compafs before Tyre, we arrive 
ed in three quarters of an hour at Rofelayn. 


[ To be continued. | 
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Of the Inguirsi1rT10R. 


[Continued from page 308. ] 


UT this merey, how cruel foever, is never to be 

expected by a relapfed penitent. Such a one hath 
nothing more to do than to prepare for death: yet 
though this is the invariable practice of the inquifition, 
the inquifitors-general add to fuch fentences, by which 
a relapfed heretic, or any other, is delivered to the fe- 
cular arm, Neverthele/s, we effectually befeech the faid 
fecular arm, that he will moderate his Sentence concerning 
you, fo as to prevent the effufion of blood, and the danger 
of death. The only favour the relapfed penitent can 
hope for, is the privilege of being ftrangled before the 
fire is lighted ; whereas the obftinate and impenitent 
are burnt alive. 

The impenitent criminal is immediately loaded with 
chains, and fo clofely confined that none but the moft 
trulty oflicers of the prifon can fee him. The inguifi- 
tors try all methods to draw him to confeflion; and 
when they find nothing available to fhake his conftanev, 
they do not deliver him up to the fecular arm immedi- 
ately, but try how far they may be able to overcome 
his refolution, by keeping him half a year, a whole 
year, and fometimes longer, loaded with heavy chains, 
4n the mifery and diftrels of a hi ard, clofe, and naufe- 
ous prifon. In the mean time he is often reminded of 
the death that he is fentenced unto. If they find all 
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thefe hardfhips are not able to bring him to their witl, 
he is removed into a better prifon; ufed more gently, 
and promifed mercy upon this token of repentence. 
And if this does not fucceed, his wife and children, 
relations and deareft friends are invited and directed to 
vifit him, and ufe their beft endeavours to break his 
refolution and conftancy. But if they cannot perfuade 
him to repent and abjure, he is pronounced an obtti- 
nate heretic, and delivered over to the fecular court. 

If the perfon under the profecution of the inquifiti- 
on is falfely accufed of herefy, &c. or denies the fact 
laid to his charge, though he be found in herefy, &c. 
by evidences, he is declared a negative heretic, and is 
kept clofe confined in irons and a loathfome prifon with 
continual threatenings of the danger, he, by his deni- 
al incurs, of being burnt alive. And if the witnefles 
perfilt, and the scouted perfon alfo perfifts in the nega- 
tive, having been kept in prifon a competent time, viz. 
a year, he is at laft, by the fentence of the bifhop and 
the inquilitor, caft out of the ecclefiaftical court as ob- 
{tinate and impenitent, and delivered over to the fecu- 
lar arm. So that fhould it happen that he is accufed 

falfe witnefles, the miferable wretch, though fallely 
condemned, is delivered to be burnt Site ; nor is it 
lawful for him, without the commiflion of mortal fin, 
as the Roman doétors think, to fave his life by falfely 
eonfefling a crime he hath not committed. And there- 
fore, though it may feem very hard to fuch a negative, 
to die when he is innocent, and may poflibly believe 
it lawful for him to confefs ‘the crimes objected to him 
to fave his life, this is not to be fuffered by any means; 
and it is the duty of the divines and confeflors, who — 
comfort fuch a negative, and attend him to his punith- 
ment, to perfuade him to difcover the truth; but to 
caution him by all means not to acknowledge a crime 
he hath not committed, to avoid temporal death ; and 
to remind him that if he patiently endures this injury, 
he wil be crowned as a martyr. 


. 
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If the accufed perfon has the good fortune to efcape 
the otficers before they find opportunity to apprehend 
him, they call him a fugitive heretic ; and after citation 
fixed upon fome public place for his appearance within 
fuch a term of time, if he does not appear, they pro- 
ceed again{ft him as an obftinate heretic, hear witnefles, 
and if he be found guilty upon evidence, which is al- 
ways certain, he is condemned, and delivered up to 
the fecular arm. 


[ To be continued. | 
——w ce >>> a 


The fureft and fafe/tWar of Turrrines 5 
[Extracted from a late Author. | 


[ Continued from page 310. | 


HUS you fee there are fo many promifes, both if 
the Old and New Teftament, of temporal as well 
as of {piritual and eternal bleflings tu the merciful, 
that there can be no queition made of the truth of the 
doctrine. And to ule the expreflion of Dr. Hammond, 
By all thofe teftimonies from the word of God, both 
in the New and Old Teftament, I conceive this doc- 
trine as clear as any in the fcripture, viz. That the 
promife of temporal plenty to the liberal is fo diftinct 
and infallible, that it can be no leis than, 
1. A grofs ignorance of plain {criptures not to ob- 
ferve it, and 
2. An act of arrant infidelity not to believe it. 
Though thele proots of {cripture are fuflicient to con- 
vince amy chriitian of the truth of the doctrine, yet 
for your farther {atisfaction, | fhall briefly give you the 
judgment both of joma ancient fathers and modern di- 
vines concerning the fame. 
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Non qui habet &F fervat, fed qui impertit eft Dives, &F 
impertitio, non autem poffeffio divites facit. Clemens Alex. 
and. Pedag. lib. 3. Not he that pofleffeth wealth, and 
keeps it by him; but he that diftributeth it, is rich : 
neither is it the having, but the laying out of riches, 
that makes men rich. 

Terrena omnia Servando amittimis, larriendo fervamus, 
UYidorus. We lofe ail earthly things by keeping them, 
and by giving them away we keep them. 

Lucrum eft egenis dare, faith St. Bafil. It is the beft 
way of thriving to give to them that are in want. 

Facundus eft ager pauperum, cito reddit donantibus fruc- 
tum, Aug. Serm. de Devite. ‘The field of the poor is 
very fruitful, and quickly yieldeth an increafe to the 
charitable. 

The fame father in his 25th fermon, de verbis Do. 
mini, brings in Chrift {peaking thus, Da mihi id quod 
dedi tibi, habuifti me largitorem, fac me debitorem, Sc. 
Give to me of that which I have given to thee. I have 
been thy benefactor, make me thy debtor, become an 
ufurer to me, and [ will pay thee with advantage. And 
in one of his epiftles, Da modicum ut recipias centuplum. 
Give a little, and thou fhalt receive a hundred-fold. 

Da pauperi ut detur tibi, quamquid pauperi dederis tu 
habeas, quad non dederis, habebit alter. Give to the 
poor, ‘and it fhall be given to thee. Whatfoever thou 
vivett to the poor, thou fecureft to thyfelf; what thou 
withholdeft, another fhall poflefs. Pet. Rar Ns 

Deus bis folvit hoc fanus, fcilicet femel in terra, fecunds 
in calo. In terra enim elecmofynariis. maltiplicat opes, in 
calo autem long plura, SS majora rependit. God twice 
pays what is lent to him, once in this world, by mul- 
tiplying the wealth of alms-givers ; and then in heaven 
he pays it over and over. Cornelius a Lapid. Prov. xix. 
17. Dr. Hammond, in his fermon on Deut. xxvi. 12 
13, layeth down this propofition, * That alms-giving 
was never the wafting or leflening of any man’s eftate, 
to himtelt or his pofterity; but rather the imcreafing 
of it.’ 








peer 6 =_ 


THE SAFEST WAY OF THRIVING. 3355 


Dr. Jeremy Taylor in his Rules of Holy Living, 
treating of alms, Sect. 8. among other motives hath 
this: ** That portion of our eftate out of which a tenth 
or fifth, or fome offering to God and the poor, goes 
forth, certainly returns with a great blefling upon all 
the reft.”’ It is like the infufion of oil by the Sidoni- 
an woman, as long as fhe poured into empty veflels, it 
could never ceafe running; or like the widow’s barrel 
of meal: it confumed not as long as fhe fed the pro- 
phet. 

Dr. Thomas Jacomb, in his fermon on Matt. v. 7, 
preached at the Spittle, 1657, faith, ** God will retur: 
to the merciful man what he gives to the poor; he will 
fo reward him in kind; that look whatever it is that he 
beltows, fhall in the very kind be made up to him 
again ; many have found this to be true : in the morn- 
ing they have given, may be, five fhillings, and before 
night God hath brought them in unexpectedly twenty 
for it. The beft w ay “for a man to increafe his eftate is 
charity: money here, like the widow’s oil, the more 
it is poured out, the more it doth increafe, &c. And 
page 26, No man fhall be the poorer at _ year’s end 
for what he lays out upon the poor; you fhall have 
your money again, and improvement for it too.”’ 

The author of the Whole Duty of Man, treating of 
alms in partition, p. 17, faith, ‘* There is but one ob- 
jection to be’ made againft a cheerful giver of alms, 
and that 1 is, The danger of impoveri ithing one’s felf by 
what one gives.”’ To which he an{fwers in thefe words ; 
“that this is fure a vain fuppofition; God having par- 
ticularly promifed the contrary to the charital le: That 
it foall bring bieffings on them, even in thefe outward 
things. The liberal foul fhali be made fat, and he that 
watereth fhall be watered aifo himfelf, Prov. xi. 25. He 
that giveth to the poor fha!! not lack, Prov. xxviii. 27. 
And many the like texts there are, fo that one may 
truly fay, ‘This objection is grounded in direct unbelief. 
The thort of it is. we , dare not truft God ; for this 
giving to the poor, is directly the putting our wealth 
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into his hands: He that giveth to the poor, lendeth unto 
the Lord, Prov. xix. 17. and that too on folemn pro- 
mife of repayment, as it follows in that verfe, That 
which he hath given will he pay him again. It is amongtt 
men thought a great difparagement, when we refule 
to truft them ; it fhews we either think them not fuf- 
ficient, or not honeft. How vile an affront is it then 
to God thus to diftruft him? Nay indeed, how horrid 
blaiphemy, to doubt the fecurity of that for which he 
thus exprefsly paft his word, who is the Lord of all, 
and therefore cannot be infufficient ; and who is the 
God of truth, and therefore will not fail to make good 
his promife. Let not then that infidel fear of future 
want contract and fhut up thy bowels from thy poor 
brother ; for though he be never like to pay, yet God 
becomes his furety, and enters bond with him, and 
wili moft afluredly pay thee with increafe. 

** Therefore it is fo far from being damage to thee 
thus to give, that it is thy great advantage. Any man 
would rather chufe to put his money into fome fure 
hand, where he may both improve, and be certain of 
it at his need, than to let it lie unprofitable by him, 
efpecially if he be in danger of thieves or other acci- 
dents, by which he may probably lofe it: now alas! 
gall that we poflefs is in imminent danger of being loft: 

innumerable accidents there are, which may in an in- 
ftant bring a rich man to beggary ; he that doubts this, 
let him but read the ftory of Job, and he will there 
find an example of it. “And therefore, what fo pru- 
dent a courfe car we take for our wealth, as to put it 
out of the reach of thofe accidents, by thus lending it 
to God, where we may be fure to find it ready at our 
greatelt need, and that too with improvement and in- 
creafe? In which refpect it is, that the apoftle com- 
pares alms to feed, 2 Cor. ix. 10. We know it is the 
nature of feed that is fown, to multiply and increafe ; 
and fo do all our aéts of mercy, they r turn not fin- 
gle, and naked to us, but bring in their fheaves with 
them, a molt plenteous and bountiful harveft. God 
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deals not with our alms, as we too often do with his 
graces, wrap them up in a napkin, fo that they thall 
never bring in any advantage to us, but makes us moft 
rich returns. And therefore we have all reafon, moft 
cheerfully, yea, joyfully, to fet to this duty, which we 
have fuch invitations to, as well in relpect of our own 
interefts, as our neighbours’ needs.”” Thus have you 
the truth of the point proyed both by divine and hu- 
man teltimonies. 


[ To be continued. | 
—— | GE" > >> ee 


fn Account of Mr. SILAS TOLD. 
[Written by Himfelf.] 
[Continued from page 314. ] 


N the courfe of eight weeks we arrived at Briftol. 
My original mafter (Mofes Lilly) received all my 
wages ; and fitted me out very fcantily for another voy- 
age.—Having no friend or relation in London, I was 
drawn in to fail again with my former matter, capt. 
Tucker; but he treated me with lefs rigour than in 
the voyage before. 

I have two circumftances to remark in this voyage. 
The firft was, When we were flaved, and ready to fail 
for Bonny, we dropped down, and came to anchor a 
little without the bar. About twelve o’clock at night 
an univerfal fhriek was heard among the flaves between 
decks.’ Being afked what ailed them; they, with wild 
confufion faid, that Egbo, or the devil, was among 
them. The next morning, when we came to open the 
hatches to admit the air into their loathfome cens, and 
for the purpofe of difcharging their tubs, to cur great 
furprife, we found a number of them lyin 1¢ dead. Up- 
on hoifting up about eighty of them, we ‘faved thirty- 
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nine, and the reft, having irrecoverably loft their breashe” 
in the fuffocation, the captain directed us to caft them 
overboard, which was inftantly done. 

A fecond circumftance, which happened on board 
our fhip, and which I think myfelf obliged to relate, 
Was the captain’s cruelty to the fhip’s cook. ‘This poor 
man had nothing but green wood to make his furnace 
boil, on which account it was impoflible to get the 
food ready in time. For this the captain horfe-whipped 
him, and ftabbed him in the face (which he had fre. 
quently done before). On this, the man declared he 
would throw himfelf into the fea, as his life was a bur- 
den to him. For fome time we difluaded him from it; 
but at laft, one morning, about eight o’clock, he leap. 
ed overboard without our knowledge. When we in. 
formed the captain of it, he anfwered, with fome de- 
gree of pleafure, that he faw a hat fwimming aftern, 
which he fuppofed was the blood of a b—h’s. 

After this, 1 was fhipped on board the Scipio, capt. 
Roach, who was a good mafter, and very kind to all 
his fhip’s company. But having purchafed a black 

irl for his own ufe, fhe proved the caufe of his death. 
Por one.evening, as we lay at anchor in New Callabar, 
one Tom Ancora came on board, who talked very 
good Englifh. Capt. Roach having made a tub of 
punch on the quarter-deck, had the fidler and the fhip’s 
company dancing with him, but left me with Tom 
Ancora to purchafe the flaves. When this was done, 
‘Tom defired me to give hima dram, which { did. He 
then defired me to let the bottle ftand. I told him ! 
mutt firft obtain the captain’s leave. I then went to 
the captain, who gave me leave. Tom, at this indul- 
gence, filled a tumbler with brandy, and clafping the 
black girl in his arms (as their cuftom is) they put 
both their mouths to the glafs, and jointly drank there- 
out; but unfortunately for capt. Roach, he came into 
the cabin, and detected them in that attitude, which 
fo provoked him, that he ran the end of his cane into 
Tom’s mouth, broke the tumbler, and knocked out 
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a 
‘ail his front teeth. The captain then ran to his ftate- 
‘room for one of his piftols; but ‘om apprehenfive of 
his danger, jumped overboard. It being dark, and the 
tide of ebb flowing ftrong, Tom’s canoe dropped 
aftern, took him up, and carried him onfhore. Our 
captain was refolved to go on fhore to clofe the breach 
that was made; but the fhip’s company all earneftly 
{trove to convince him of the imprudence of going to 
Tom Ancora’s houfe; yet, if he was bent upon go- 
ing, they intreated him not to eat or drink any thing. 
However, he drefled himfelf in a {uit of fearlet pluth, 
put his {word on, and went to Tom’s houfe; but he 
being too fubtle for the captain, carried it fair and ea- 
fy, and feemed'to be very friendly, but took care to 
give the captain a {trong dofe of poifon, which in three 
days operated fo effectually upon him, that the fingers 
of both his hands were drawn into the palms, and all 
his toes were drawn under his feet. 

Next morning, one Dick Ebrew and his fon came 
on board, and defired to learn what he had eat, while 
at Tom Ancora’s houfe; faying, if he would ‘fimply 
tell them, it was not impoflible for them to expel the 
poifon, and fave his life. Thefe two men I have often 
admired for their meek and loving fpirit, far beyond 
thoufands who call themfelves chriftians. However, alk 
their reafonings, to convince him that he was potfoned, 
proved. ineffectual. At length the benevolent father 
and his fon left the captair , much grieved that they 
had not the opportunity of preferving his lite ; he being 
man greatly elteemed among the natives. 

When the fhip was failing over the bar, Adam, a 
negro, had planned the cutting off the fhip’s compa- 
ny. The other flaves joined, and on a fudden rofe and 
{feized the cook, and threw him into the furnace of 
boiling rice. ‘They then attacked the boatfwain ; took 
from him his knife, flabbed him, and threw him over- 
board. The cooper, hearing the difturbance, came up 
out of the hold, upon which Adam alfo feized him. 
but he faid .o him, “ Adam, will not you fave me? 
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“Do not you know I often give you water?’ Adam 
then faid to him, “‘ Get out of the way.” The coop: 
er got over the quarter deck bulk-head to the arms 
cheft, took up a loaded piftol, and fhot Adam through 
the head ; the other flaves, feeing their champion deal, 

ran all down between slecks: and were well fécured. 
But as the captain lay dangeroufly ill, and only five 
men were able to work the fhip, we, with the greateft 
toil, reached the Welt-Indies in three weeks. —Upon 
the fhip’s arrival there, the owner made the cooper a 
prefent of fixty pounds. While we lay at Callabar, 
the captain fent me on fhore armed, with two men. 
I had a cutlafs by my fide, and in my hands two load- 
ed piftols. When | arrived at the top of the hill, I 
heard an uncommon fhrieking of women, and as J 
drew near, faw a native, in a fine filk net, fo curioufly 
made to fit him, that nothing but his hands and face 
appeared. This man is looked upon as both a god and 
a devil, and all ftand in the utmoft profound awe of 
him, from the higheft to the loweft. 

I ftood {till to fee the fequel, and obferved that in 
his hand he had a green bough, wherewith he was 
whipping the women, as they went naked, and chafing 
them out of one houfe into another ; and as they were 
exceedingly terrified, they fled from him as we would 
flee from hell flames. How ever, when he had fatisfied 
himfelf by lafhing the poor women, he came towards 
me, with full purpofe to let me alfo feel the weightjof 
his bough; upon which | inftantly drew my hanger, 
with a refolution to cut off his head. He then ran 
away, and | faw him no more. Afterwards I was vifit- 
ed by fome of the chief men in the town, faying, 
“* Bacareau, you fear no Egbo?” I replied, “ Not [, 
and that if he had offered to {trike me, I would have cut 
his head off.” At which anfwer they could not help 
laughing heartily, and then retired. 

I now return to continue my account of capt. Roach, 
and the further particulars of our voyage from thence 
to Jamaica. My reader may obierve, ‘that I leit the 
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defeription of our proceedings at Old Callabar, on 
our captain’s lofing the ufe of his limbs. At length 
the poifon fo wroucht upon him that he was unable to 
help himfelf. The whole burden then fell upon me 5 
nor would he fuifer any other to approach him. We 
went on, till we anchored under St. Thomas’s fort, on 
a Portuguefe ifland, lying about three hundred miles 
to the weft-ward of the ¢oaft of Africa, where capt. 
Roach directed me torfell the furplus of the cargo. I 
went accordingly on fhore with the remaining part of 
the cargo. ‘The governor’s principal clerk bartered 
with me for gold-duft, broken and damaged jewels, 
rings, &c. which amounted to the fum of £630. He 
ut it into a very curioufly-made bag, the better to en- 
able me to keep it fecure. I took it in my right-hand, 
and as | was wu alking down to the beach, {winging it 
backwards and forwards, a little black boy came bes 
hiad me, fnatched the bag out of my hand, dnd fled 
out of fight before I could well look round me. I 
was in the utmoft confternation ; but ina few minutes, 
to my unfpeakable fatisfaction, I perceived the clerk 
from whom I had received the gold, haftening down 
with the bag in his hand, who had met the boy flying 
up the town with it. He then gave me it, and faid, 
‘“« Sir, be more careful of your property for the future, 
efpecially when you are in a ftrange cotntry.” I was 
inconceivably thankful, and own ‘this Portuguefe was 
actuated with ftronger principles of honour (even to a 
ftranger) than thoufands of my countrymen would 
have been to a native of their own country. 

By this,time our captain grew worfe: and one day 
with his ft6oi came feveral large clots of blood. When 
I informed him thergof, he lifted up his eyes and hands, 
repeating thele words, * Lord Jefus, receive my {pirit.” 
He hat eel the farzeon to open himewhen dead. He 
foon afier made his exit, and upon his body’s diffecti- 
on, the furgeon pointed out to us the caule of his void. 
ing fuch quantities of blood, which was in confequence 
of the veins acrofs his ftomach being cut by the poifon 
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into five hundred pieces. He was then committed to 
the great deep; and I firmly believe had all his fufler- 
ings here. 

Our chief mate, James Seaborn, on the death of 
eapt. Roach, undertook the command of the fhip, and 
after a fhort paflage of a few days fhe arrived at Jamai- 
ca. When the fhip failed from Jamaica, we directed a 
fteady courfe between that and Hilpaniola, and the 
ealt end of Cuba. About three, o’clock in the after- 
noon, having a fair wind, by which the fhip was feud. 
ding eleven or twelve miics an hour, we fuddenly dif. 
covered « very large floop clofe in fhore, under Cape 
Nichola. Our ca ptain, being a young mariner, took 

her to be a New-York floop, bound for Jamaica. We 
inftantly hauled up our courfes and lay too; but, as 
fhe {wifily bore down upon us, our captain fhortly 
found his miftake, as fhe proved to be a Spanith guarda 
la colta. ‘The enemy’s veflel was exceedingly large, 
and full of guns and men: our captain was then ver 
afliduous, and exerted himlelf to the utmoft, in the 
means of faving the fhip ; but the men would neither 
fight nor fly ; fo that he was conftrained to furrender 
the fhip, cargo and men, to the difpofal of the enemy. 

When we were bc arded, the Spanifh failors began 
to bauec? us, flrip ping and taking all away, from the 

ntaim down to the cabin-boy ; nox did they {pare the 
thes on our back, but inftead of them clothed us 
with filthy, ragged frocks and drawers. ‘They killed 
all our poultry, “and fet us to picking them ; put on 
the fhip’s large kettle, and boiled both fowls and ducks. 
They li kewile took away all our compafles, fave two 
that had been fpoiled with the rain on the coaft of A- 
frica. In fhort, they took away every ufeful article, 
and left us totally deftitute of ca¥penter’ 8, Cooper's, 
and beatiwain’s toels. ‘They them informed us, that, 
at eight o’clock the next morning, every one of us, 
without diltinétion, fhould be hanged, and that with- 
out cefemony. They prefented to us the place and the 
feaffold erected for that purpofe, which was on the 
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platform under Cape Nichola; but the Providence of 
God interpofed, by making me the inftrument of our 
deliverance therefrom.. The circumitance was this. I 
frequently kept the fhip’s accounts in the captain’s 
abfence, and was ordered to do fo when he was re- 
moved on board the Spanith pirate. 1 then fecured his 
gold watch, and depofited the fame amongft the coals 
in the fore-peak, and brought our fhip to an anchor 
clofe under the enemy’s ftern, where we remained all 
night. 

When the enemy’s under captain had difcontinued 
his plundering, their principal, or Spanifh commander, 
repaired on board the capture, and brought our matter 
with him in order to {pend the evening together; and 
in the courfe of their converfation, the Spanifh captain 
afked captain Seaborn if he had a watch on board? 
He replied, “Sir, 1 had a gold watch on board, anda 
filver one, but I am afraid they are loft in the plun- 
der.”” However, the captain wifely afked me if | knew 
whether it was ftolen, or whether I had taken care of 
it myfelf; if I had, he faid it would be the means of 
faving our lives. I told him I had hid it in the fore- 
peak among the coals. I was then directed to go and 
bring it; but one of the Spanifh common feamen, 
knowing for what I was fent thither, followed me down, 
and when | had pocketed the watch, took up a billet 
of wood, ftruck me a blow on my left ear, which 
ftunned me, and then took the watch out of my pock- 
et. Notwithitanding my infenfibility 1 could take par- 
ticular notice of the fellow. In about twenty minutes 
I came to myfelf, went and informed ovr captain of 
what hadghappened, who afked me if I knew the maz 
again? Ttold him, he was leaning with his left arm 
on the fhip’s guppel: he then informed the Spanifh 
captain, who went with me to the’man, and demanded 
the watch. ‘The fellow went on his knees, and fur- 
rendered it, and was, with all his plundering compa- 
nions, by the command of their captain, dilmiffed 
from our fhip, and fent-on board their own. Aiter 
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their captain had difcourfed with ours about forty mi- 
nutes, he returned on board his own fhip likewiie. 

We {till remained in a {tate of anxiety in refpec& to 
our deftiny ; but at eight o’clock the next morning the 
Spanifh captain hailing our fhip, defired us to weigh 
anchor, and direét our courfe for England. The joy 
which this produced in the heart of every one, was 
beyond what I am able to defcribe. When this ecttaly 
fubiided, we weighed anchor with great pleafure, made 
fail vith a favourable breeze, and in two hours, left 

he land teven leagues aftern. But greater misfortunes 
vere tocome. ‘The third day after our efcape, pre- 
cilely at ten o’clock at night, the fentinel called out to 
the man at the wheel, and begged him inftantly to put 
tiic helm. hard at lee, as there were fifty fail of thips 
ai no ercat diltance. We were at that time fcudding 
with the wind quarterly (all our ftcering-fails fet) at 
the rate of twelve or thirteen miles an hour. The fhip 
quickly anfwered her helm, but having fuch a crowd 
of iail upon her, and the mariners not being fuflici- 
ently active to haul them down at fo fhort a notice, we 
found that, inftead of fhipping, we were furrounded 
with dreadful breakers on a reef of rocks, and fo very 
fteep, that when the fhip’s ftern turned round, any 
perion could have jumped upon them. Having fo ex- 
ceeding {wift a way through the water, fhe drew a lit- 
tle off from the rocks ; yet, by reafon of her mifling 
ftays, fhe fell off again, and the firft blow the ftruck, 
a projected part of a rock went through her bottom, 
and in a few minutes the whole fhip was full of water. 
By the deep fea-line we found that her ftern lay in 
eighty fathoms, and had fhe not been held faft by this 
rock, every one on board muit inevitably have per- 
ifhed. 


[To be continued. 
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The Experience of Mr. Simon Mizzer, a Deacon in the 
Methodift Epifcopal Church, who departed this Li ife on 
the 2d of September, 1794. 


[Continued from page 325. | 


Y frequenting the tavern and gaming table, I 
B contracted fome debts, and in order to difcharge 
them I furnifhed myfelf with a team, with an intenti- 
on to follow waggoning. This was a dangerous ca!l- 
ing for me; my wife was much troubled, and loving- 
ly remonftrated againit it, but I perfifted, and once 
more fell a victim to the devices of the fubtil enemy of 
my foul. 

Having prepared myfelf for this new calling, I went 
to confult one of my brothers who loved fin, and was 
prevailed on to ftep into a public houfe at hand, and 
take a little wine with him. Bleféd is the man that 
walketh not in the counfel of the ungodly, nor ftandeth in 
the way of finners, fays an infpired writer, it is only the 
prudent who forefee the evil and hide themfelves ; but I, 
like a fool, blundered on and was punifhed. 

It is thofe who keep the word of the Lord’s teftimo- 
ny that he promifes to keep in the hour of temptation, 
but as for me, | es them not (for he fays, Come out 
from among the wicked) and I had no mi cht to expect 
that he would kee ep me. While we were drinking a bot- 
tle of wine, a company of the ungodly came in, ‘and my 
brother told them, he and I would beat the belt of 
them at a game of bullets: I at firft refufed to play, 
but in the end yielded to perfuafion, and went with 
them; but as foon as I took the bullet into my hand 


> 


I began to tremble, and having laid a foundation for 
much mifery, I quit the company, went home, and fet 
off on a journey with my team. 

When I bad driven about eight miles, my horfes 
ftalled, and could get no farther. he heavens «cre 
dark with thick clouds, which now began to enipty 
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themfelves on the earth in heavy rain; I ftood lookin 
on my horfes and knew not what to do: God and na- 
ture feemed to be againft me. All that my dear wife 
had faid to me came frefh to my remembrance, my 
heart was full, and like the clouds began to pour 
forth a thower of tears; fo I fat down and gave vent . 
to the forrows of my heart. In my diftrefs I called on 
the Lord, whom [I had-offended, and formed a refolu- 
tion, if the Lord would bring me again to my family, 

1 would ferve him more faithfully, and in fo di ing | 
found fome relief: furely God hath no delight in the 
death of a finner, he brought me in fafety to my f:- 
mily, according to my with; but I did not long keep 
to my engagement, for falling into company ‘TL was 
entangled and overcome again. 

My old companions enticed me once more to the ta- 
vern, and prevailed on me to drink to a degree of intox- 
ication. In this plight I fet off for home, and as I pafl- 
ed through. the village, fome pufhed me about, others 
faid, behold drunken Miller, and laughed me to fcorn, 
On my way home, I was ruminating in my mind what 
would become of me; the remembrance of my many 
broken vows deprefled my fpirits, and brought me on 
tlie borders of defpair : As foon as I came to the houfe 
1 took to my bed, and expected to die. My dear wife 
was much aiflited to fee me in fuch a condition, her 
heart melted with pity, and inftead of reproaching me, 
the poured out her foul in ftrong cries and tears before 


if the Lord in my behalf. After this | continued near a 
‘ee year deftitute ‘of all real happinels. I was like the 
ips i troubled ocean, I could not reft. My bufinefs frequent- 
4 Pye ly called me froma home, and returning one evening,’ 
i} a ier a confiderable abfence, my dear wife called the 
) © — family together, fang an hymn, ang prayed with us; 
iad ¢his cut me to the heart, and caufed mé to refolve to 
# Yi make one more trial to amend my ways. 


foe In order to ftrengthen my refolution, ar refelved on 
4 following the exar mple of my wife, and from ime. 
we made.it our cuftom to have f family prayers 
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and evening. The Methodift preachers fometimes vi- 
fited us, and made it a point to pray with the family 
before they departed: and, indeed, they were the firtt 
perfons who taught us the neceflity of family prayer. 

I now began to embrace every opportunity of hear- 
ing them preach, and God attended their preaching, 
with power to my foul. 

But the devil was not willing 1 fhould join with a 
people, by whom the power as well as form of res 
ligion was attended to, and put forth his beit endeavours 
to keep me back. 

Being one day at preaching, the devil ftrove hard 
to prejudice my mind againft the preacher, but inftead 
of yieldimg to the tempter, I cried to the Lord, to thew 
mie the way that was right, and the people, whom it 
was his pleafure to acknowledge as his: he heard my 
cry, and fhewed me that the Methodifts were his peo- 
ple, fo I caft in my lot amongft them: This was very 
pleafing to my wile, who requefted the privilege of 
joining too. 

Having now commenced Methodifts, we endeavour- 
ed to ftrengthen cach other’s hands in the good ways 
of God, and he was pleafed to fhew me more clearly 
that ever, my finful and guilty flate. Death»and judg- 
ment refted almoft continually on my mind, and, 
knowing I was not prepared for either, kept me in the 
moft cruel bondage. 

The next time | went to preaching, the preacher, at 
the clofe of the meeting, read an account of an apofs 
tate who was gricvoufly tormented: this account af- 
~ fe&ted me much; | wept bitterly, and befonght the 
a ‘that his cafe might not be mine, and this was 

er all the way home. Solemnity refted on my 
lb the pose and my heart was much tender- 
family prayer, but firange to relate, I was that 
hight flain by my bofom fin. I retired to reft ; 
‘my confcience racked me fore. About twelve 
#h frighful horror, and trove to pray—but 
; 1 threw myfelf agaim on my bed, hoping 
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it might comfort me, and my couch give me eafe ; but 
the arrows of the Almighty were within me, the poifon 
whereof drank up my /pirits—the terrors of Ged caft them. 
felves in array agai’ nft me, and I was tofling to and fro, 


‘to the dawning of the day. 


When the family were aflembled for prayer, I look. 
ed at them very forrow fully, and told them they fhould 
be faithful; as for me, I was a gone man; at which 
they all wept bitterly ; but it only had a tendency to 
augment my mifery. I cannot recolleét the fcene I 
was now entering into, without weeping, and begging 
of thofe into whofe hands this fhort hiftory of my fuf- 
ferings may fall, that they would take warning by me, 
nor dare to provoke a jut God to give them up to the 
buffettings of Satan. My mifery increafed daily. I 
ftrove to pray, and reforted to thofe places where I ufed 
to pray in confidence and find comfort, but all in vain. 

I fpent the moft part of three days on my knees, 
with uplifted hands and {treating eyes to heaven for 

mercy, but found none, and faid, in bitternefs of foul, 
wherefore hide/t thou thy face from me, and counteft me 
for thine enemy? Wilt thou break a le. af driven to and 


fro, and wilt thou purfue the dry fubble? for thou writ- 


eft bitter things againit me.—But alas! I had crucified 
the Son of God, and the devil told me, there remain- 
ed now for me nothing but a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indi ignation. 

With Job, I faid, My face is foul with weeping, and 
on my eyclids is the fhadow of death: But 1 dreaded a 
death more dreadful than that which he complained of, 
a death that never dies. He could fay, Behold my wit 
nefs ts in heaven, and my record is on high; but’ as for 
me, my bones were dried, my hope was loft, and in 
my own eftimation I was cut off from all hope of ob- 
taining mercy. His friends fcorned him, and this was 
part of his aliliction ; mine were full of pity, and would 
have wiven me comtort. but my heart meditated terror. 
I funk wader the heavy pretlure of guilt, and yielded 


to deipair. 
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With Cain I apprehended myfelf driven out from 
the face of God, expected to be a vagabond, if not a 
fugitive on the earth, and was ready to fay with him, 
my punifhment is greater than I can bear. Yo complete’ 
my overthrow, the devil perfuaded the into the belief 
of unconditional election and reprobation, told me I 
was a reprobate, that the fins I had committed were 
ordained of God, and that it had never been in my 
power to avoid them. 

[ cannot fuppofe the devil wifhed to give me comfort, 
by teaching me to palm my fins on God, no; his de« 
fign was to make me hate my heavenly and adorable 
Parent, as well as defpair of his mercy. But in this 
he failed 5 for when I reverted to my former experi- 
ence, I could not, on mature reflection, believe God. 
would call his creatures to mock them, or fend a man 
to hell for his pre-ordained fins.—Failing in this, my 
enemy endeavoured to draw me into the belief of re- 
demption from hell, and in a meafure fucceeded in his 
fecond attempt to feduce me. 

Having, as well as I could, embraced this doctrine, 
I found tome relief from it for a time; but I was foon 
driven out of this fubterfuge by paflages of fcripture 
which came into my mind one after another, and con- 
vinced me, it was not hell, but the blood of Chrift 
that muft cleanfe me or I fhould never be cleanfed. 
Now all my fears and horror returned upon me, and 
being almoft diftracted with the idea of being eternally 
unhappy, [ began calling on the Lord, and refolved if 
I was damned, it fhould be calling on the Lord for 
help. 

My enemy well knew there was {till mercy for me 
if I fought it, and was unwilling I fhould be as wife, 
m this: refpect, as himfelt and, to prevent it, he pour- 
ed forth a flood of temptations on me, and by them I 
was carried again into the ocean of defpair, and none 
but God can tell what I fuffered at this time. 

To give vent to the forrows of my foul, I wandered 
into lonely places, and would have prayed although I 
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thought myfelf forfaken and hated of God, but when 
I attempted to pray, the air feemed fo ftrongly i impreg- 
nated with brimitone, that I was almoft fuffocated, 
Tiis may feem ftrange to fome, but to me it is as real as 
my exiltence. God, I thought, was incenfed againit 
me, aud had given me up to the power of Satan: All 
nature feemed to curfe me, and I felt more like a devil 
than any thing elfe. 1 began curfing the day I faw the 
light, envied the beafts of the fields, afd had no way 
to avoid curfing God, but by holding my mouth with 
both my hands. Bad as my condition was, I could 
not bear the idea of curfing my Maker, for I believed 
myfelf juftly doomed for my grievous fins. Although 
the devil could not compel me to curfe God, he told 
me I had done it in effeét, for it was in my heart, and 
prefled me hard to put an end to my wretched life; 
which I feveral times attempted to do, but the Lord 
in infinite mércy prevented me from perpetrating fo 
horrible a deed. Some of my friends, hoping to difli- 
pate the gloom which conftantly pervaded my mind, 
periuaded me to accompany them to the Sufquehanna, 
to catch fome fifth, but when I came to the river and 
faw the rocks and mowntains, | was ftruck with fuch 
a fenle of God’s power and dreadful majelty, I could 
hardly fuppert myfelf. I felt as 1 apprehend the dama- 
ed will feel at the great aflize, and began calling on the 
rocks and mountains to fall on me and hide me from 
my otf nded Maker. 

All this time L aflembled with the people of God, 
and fometimes felt my heart tender under preaching, 
but as foon as preaching was over, my tender feelings 
were all gone. 4 thought myfelf the greateft finner on 
earth; and lived in daily expectation of bein ge 
away to hell, for I feemed wholly forfaken by t 
ets above. Some of the molt deteftable aon 
would be ‘prefented to me, fuch as Judas and other 
ap “pa, and the thoughts of being doomed to dwell 

ernally in the fociety of fuch, would almof diftrat 
tne. Jt L attempted to pray in private, 1 was driven 
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from it by fomething dreadful being reprefented to my 
imagination or fenfes ; and if a gleam of hope would 
{pring up and difpel in fome degree the horrid gloom, 
it would be almotlt inftantaneouily extinguifhed again, 
and only ferve to torment me more. Hunted by the 
devil, day and night, 1 became weary of my life, and 
vented my impatierice in wifhing I was dead, or that } 
had never exilted, that there were no hereafter, no 
God, no Chrift, and at lat promifed the devil, if he 
would trouble me.no more ull a certain hour in the 
day, I would then deftroy my life: and he troubled 
_me no more till the hour came in which | was to per- 
petrate the dréadful deed; but when the hour came, 
[ fhrunk from the thocking engagement, and was again 
horribly tormented. Soon after this [ refolved again to 
put an end to my wretched exiftence, and fev eral times 
in one day attempted to execute my diabolical purpole, 
but God prevented it, and again gave me fome encou- 
agement to feek his falvation, by applying thofe-en- 
couraging words te my heart, “ Seek, and ye shall 
find.” \ now began again to fearch the fcriptures and 
pray in hope, and fixing my attention on the words of 
St. Paul to Timothy, vizs Thitis @ faithful faying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Corie’ fefus came into ihe 
world to fave finners, of whom I am chief, 1 siptied 
them to myfelf, and would not for worlds, that that 
one text-had been ‘left out of thé Yeltament.’ But the 
time of my deliverance was not yet, 1-was iif! under 
condemnation, atid, at times, om the betdevs af cer 
pair, though at others, 1 could fay, §* Twill bear: ie 
indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have sinne: a rrizin/LODi nts 
wml he plead my caufeénd execute judrment for ir’ me? be 
will bring me forth to the light, ahd T foal! behold bk 
rizhteoufne i. In this ftafe | continued from the Fall 


till near midfaummer ; and now the time of my deli¥- 
erance drew nigh. Prayer meeting being a; mointed ‘at 
my brother’s, where I now refided (for I had not beer 
capable of attending to my bufinefs for fome time) 
the devil ftrove hard to drive me from the place. “J 
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yielded to the temptation, and would have gone off, 
but fome followed me, and begged me not to leave the 
meeting ; I told them it was ufelefs for me to feek the 
Lord, or hope to find any mercy at his hand: they 
told me they had a confidence that God would do fome- 
thing for me that day if I would return: but I perfifted 
in obeying the devil, ti one ran to me, caught me in 
his arms, and wept aloud+-faying, Come with me and 
make one more trial, 1 know the Lord will deliver you. 
He fpake with fuch confidence, and was fo prefling, 
that I yielded ; and indeed I felt fuch a fudden change 
in my mind, that I faid with fome earneftnefs, I will 
go with you; and accordingly went back to the houfe. 
As ioon as I entered the door, two or three fixed them- 
felves in it, to prevent my going out again, and the reft 
began finging and prayer: But oh ! what pain and hor- 
ror did | then feel. ‘They continued praying, and I con- 
tinued walking up and down the room in an agony, but 
at laft I fell on my knees, and {trove to pray. The time 
of my deliverance being at hand, the devil exerted all 
his {kill and power to prevent it. He came in upon me 
in juch a manner, that | awfully feared I fhould be torn 
in pieces, or taken bodily from the earth: I therefore 
began praying aloud to the Lord, to fave me from the 
power of my enemy; and he was pleafed to give mea 
degree of faith, and my fears in a degree fubfided: 
but lofing faith, my enemy and my fears returned up- 
on me again: I then began crying to the Lord with 
all my might, to deliver me from my enemy and my 
fin; and juddenly the awful prefence of God was felt 
by all prefent, all began praifing God aloud, and the 
enemy was compelled to fly. It was an awful time im- 
deed, for to myfelf, and to many others, the houfe 
feemed to tremble. To me it was a day of gladnefs 
and great joy: my fins were in a moment gone, and 
with them all my fears of death and hell.. I was raifed 
out of the deepeft abyfs of guilt and mifery ; my heart, 
which had been for years hard as a rock, now difloly- 
ed in love, and overilowed with gratitude te my Al 
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mighty Deliverer ; and inftead of groaning under the 
heavy preflures of guilt, 1 thouted vittory, victory, 
victory to God and the Lamb, till my ftrength was 
quite exhautted. 


[To be continued.]} 
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An Exhortation to family Godlinefs : extracted from a late 
Author. . 


[Concluded from page 334.] 


5: ET the morning and evening facrifice of fo- 

: lemn prayer, be daily offered up in all your 
families. Beware there be not found among your fami- 
lies thofe that call not upon God ; for why fhould there 
be wrath from the Lord upon your families ? O mifer- 
able families, without God in the world, that are with- 
out family prayer! What, have you fo many family 
fins, family wants, family miferies ; what, and yet no 
family prayers! How do you pray with all prayer and 
fupplication, if you do not -with family prayer? Say 
‘not, “I have no time.” What! haft thou all thy time 
on purpofe to ferve God and fave thy foul, and is this 
that for which thou canft find no time? Pinch out of 
your meals and fleep, rather than want for prayer. Say 
not, “ My bufinefs will not give me leave.” This is the 
greateft bufinefs, to fave thyfelf, and the fouls commit- 
ted to thee. In a word, the blefling of all is to be got 
by prayer. And what is thy bufinefs without God’s 
blefling? Say not, I am not able. Ufe thy one talent, 
and God will increafe it. Helps are to be had till thou 
art better able. 

6. Put every one in your families upon private pray- 
er. Obferve wheiher they perform it. Get them the 
help of a form, if they need it, till they are able to do 
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without. Direé them how to pray,: by minding them 
of theit fins, wants, and mercies, the matefials of 
prayer. 

7. Set up catechizing in your families, at leaft once 
every week. It was my parting, earneft requeft, that 
you would fet up and maintain this duty in your fami- 
lies. Have you all done it accordingly ? Cannot your 
confciences witneis? Cannot vour families witnefs you 
have not? Well, 1 thought my parting words would 
have done fomething with you: I hoped the fervent 
requeft of a’ dying ‘minifter; would have prevailed for 
fuch” a fmall matter with you: To this day without 
folemn catechizing in your houfes! Ah, what a dif- 
couragement to'your teacher is this ? Brethren, fhall I 
yet prevail with you? Will you reje& me alfo! > Olet 
me perfuadé you, before you take off your eyes from 
thefe lines, ‘to refolve to fet upon the conttant exercife 
of this ditty. Surely’ 1 have done and fuffered more 
for you than this comes to: will you deny me? I be- 
feech you, let ine find, if ever God brings me again 
to vifit your houfes, «that the words of a luffering mi- 
hifter have fore power with you. I have fent you help 
off purpofe. What, fivall all my perfuafions be but 
fpeaking to the witid ? Beloved, have you not read of 
the Alimighty’s charge, That you fhould teach theft 
things diligenily to your children, and talk of them as you 
fit in your boujes, and train them up in the way they phoul€ 
go? Hath God fo commanded Abraham, that he would 
terch his children and his houfebold, Gen, xviii. 19. and 
giveu fuch a promife to him thereupon, and will not 
you put in for a ihare either in the praife or the pr rO- 
mife? Say not, ‘ They are carelefs and will not learn? 
What have you your authority for, if not to ufe it for 
God, and the vood of their fouls? You will call them 
Up, and foree them to do your work; and fhould you 
not at leaft be as zealous in putting theny upon God's 

work? Say not, ** They are dull and not capable.’ 
If they be dull, “God requires of you the more pains 
and patience ; but fo dul! as thev are, you will make 
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them learn how to work ; and can they not learn how 
to live? Are they capable of the myfterics of your trade, 
and are they not capable of the plain principles of -re- 
ligion ?—Well, as ever you would fee the growth of 
religion, the cure of ignorance, the remedy of pro- 
fanenels, the downfal of error, fulfil ye my joy by go- 
ing through with this duty. 

I have been long, and yet 1 am afraid my letter will 
be ended before my work is done. How loath am I 
to leave you, before I have preyailed with you to fet to 
this work! Will you give me your promife? Will 
you give me your hands? Qh that you would! Yow . 
cannot do me a greater pleafure. Beloved, why fhould’. 
you not give the hand one to another, and mutually 
engage each other, for more vigorous and diligent 
endeavours, in promoting family godlinefs. I muft 
tell you, God looks for more than ordinary from you, 
in fuch a day as this. He expects that you fhould do, 
both in your hearts and in your houles, fomewhat 
more than ever, under thefe his extraordinary dcifpen- 
fations.» My moft dearly beloved, mine own bowels 
in the Lord, will you fatisfy the longings of a travail- 
ing minifter ! 2 Will you anfwer the calls of divine Pro- 
vidence? Would you that your childrem fhould blefs 
you? Qh, then fet up piety-in your families! As ever 
you w ould be blefled, or be a blefling, let your hearts 
and your houfes be the temples of the living Ged, in 
which his worthip (according to the forementioned 
directions) may be, with conitancy, reverently per¢ 
formed. 





( 376 ) 
A Lerrer, found in the Study of the Rev. Mr. Bruzan, 


late of Dop1ncnam, New INGHAM, being an Anfwer 
to this Queftion, How to live in this Worzp, fo as to 
live in Heaven? 


Dear Brother, 


OURS I received, and thought on that queftion, 

‘¢ How to live in this world, fo as to live in-hea- 

ven?’ It is one of the common pleas of my heart, 

which I have often occafion to ftudy, and, therefore, 

takes me not unprovided. It is hard to keep the helm 

up againft fo many crofs-winds as we meet withal up« 
on this fea of fire and glafs. 

That man knoweth not his own heart, that finds it 
not difficult to break through the entanglements of the 
world. Creature-fmiles {top and entice away the af- 
fe€tions from Jefus Chrift; creature frowns encompafs 
and tempeftuate the fpirit, that it thinks it doth well to 
be angry. Both ways grace is a lofer. We had all 
need to watch and pray, left we enter into temptation. 

The greateft of your conflicts and caufes of com- 
plaint feem to have their original here: temptations 
follow tempers. As there are two predominant qua- 
lities in the temper of every body, fo there are two 
predominant fins in the temper of every heart. Pride 
is one in all men in the world. I will tell you famili- 
arly what God hath done for my foul, and in what 
trade my foul keeps towards him. 

I am comé to a conclufion, to look after no great 
matters in the world, but to know Chrift and him cru- 
cified. I make beft way in a low gale. A high {pirit 
and a high fail together, will be dangerous ; and there- 
fore I prepare to live low. I defire not much; I pray 
againft it. My ftudy is in my calling ; fo much as to 
tend that without diftraétion, Iam bound to plead for, 
and more I defire not. By my iecluded retirement, I 
have advantage to obferve how every day’s occafions 
infenfibly wear of the heart from God, and bury it im 
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felf; which they who live in care and lumber, cannot 
be fenfible of. I have feemed to fee a need of every 
thing God gives me, and to want nothing that he de- 
nies me. There is no difpenfation, though alflictive, 
but, either in it or after it, I find I could not be with- 
out it, whether it be taken from me, or not given to 
me; fooner or lates, God quiets me in himfelf with- 
out it. I caft all my concerns on the Lord, and live 
fecurely on the care and wiidom of my he: avenly Fa- 
ther. My ways, you know, are in fome fenfe, hedged 
up with thorns, and grow darker and darker daily ; 
but yet | diftruft not my good God in the leaift, and 
live more quietly in the abfence of all, b faith, than 
I thould do, I am perfuaded, if I pofteft ed them. If 
think the Lord deals kindly with me, to make me be- 
lieve for all my mercies before I have them: th. ey will 
then be Ifaac’s fons of laughter. The lefs reafon hath 
to work upon, the more freely faith cafts itfelf on the 
faithfulnefs of God. I find that while faith is fteady, 
nothing can difquiet me; and when faith totters, nos 
thing can eftablifh me. If I tumble out among{t means 
and creatures, 1 am prefently loft, and can come to no 
end ; but if I flay myfeif on God, and leave him to 
miner «7 in his own way ‘and time, I am at reft, and can 
fit down and fleep in a promife, when a thoufand rife 
up againft me ; therefore my way is not to caft before« 
hand, but to work with God by the day. * Sufficient 
for the day is the evil thereof.” I find fo much to do 
continually with my calling and my heart, that I have 
no time to puzzle myfelf with peradventures and fu- 
turities. As for the {tate of times, it is very gloomy 
and tempeftuous. But why do the heathen rage ? 
Faith lies at anchor in the midft of the waves, and 
believes the accompiifhment of the promife through alk 
thofe overturnings, coniufions, and feeming impofli- 
bilities. 

Upon this God do I live, who is our God for ever, 
and will guide us to the death. Methinks I lye be- 
ealmed in his bofom, as Luther, in fuch a cafe, I 
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am not concerned; let Chrift fee to it. I know pro. 
phecies are now dark, and the books are fealed, and 
men have all been deceived, and every ciftern fails, yet 
God doth continue faithful; and faithful is he that 
hath promifed, who will do it. I believe thefe dark 
times are the womb of a bright morning. 

Many things more I might have faid; but enough. 
Oh! brother, keep clofe to God, and then you need 
fear nothing. Maintain fecret and intimate communi- 
on with God, and then a little of the creature will go 
a great way. Take time for duties in private; croud 
not religion into a corner of the day. There is a Dutch 
proverb: Nothing is got by thieving, nor loft by 
praying.” Lay up all your good in God, fo as to over- 
balance the {weetnefs and bitternefs of creatures. Spend 
no time anxioufly in forehand contrivances for this 
world; they never fucceed ; God will run his difpenfa- 
tions another way. Self-contrivances are the effects of 
unbelief. I can fpeak by experience. Would men 
fpend thofe hours they run out in plots and devices, in 
communion with God, and leave all on him by ven- 
turelome believing, they would have more peace and 
comfort. 

I leave you with your God and mine. The Lord 
Jefus be with your fpirit. Pray for your own foul; 
pray for Jerufalem ; and pray hard for your poor bro» 
ther. 


A HYMN. 
I. 


N all my troubles, fharp and ftrong, 
My foul to Jefus flies ; 
My anchor-hold is firm in him 
When {welling billows rife, 


II. 


His comforts bear my fpirit up; 
I truft a faithful God : 

The fure foundation of my hope 
Is in a Saviour’s blood. 
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Loud Hallelujahs fing, my foul, 
To thy Redeemer’s name : 

In joy and forrow, Jife and death ; 
His love is ftill the fame. 


Letters. 


LETTER LIX, 
[From Bithop Afbury to J. Dickins.] 


June 18th, 1798. 
My very dear Brother, 


heretofore, J am concerned to communicate thele 
few lines to the public, not doubting but they will 
give both information and fatisfaction to the candid and 
confcientious. 

It may be thought, by thofe who meafure others by 
themfelves, that | have gained much honor, eafe, pow- 
er, and intereft, in my itation in the church of God. 
Nay, I have lived upon the Providence of God and 
the charity of a few friends—My method, for many 
years, has been, to keep an account of whet has been 
given me, without any folicitation. I have alfo kept an 
account of what J have expended annually, charging 
the connection with my falary of {ixty-four dollars per 
year and my travelling expenfes, as another preacher. 
When I have wanted a horle or carriage, my friends 
have provided for me. My friends in Maryland, Dec- 
laware,, Philadelphia, Jerfey, and New-York, have 
chiefly communicated in this fupply. As to Vir ginia, 
or the Carolimas (except in a few extraordinary ca! en 
as alfo Georgia and the weftern and eaftern fates, 


A? life with me is now a greater uncertainty than 
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have vifited them, taking nothing, unlefs in extreme 
want on my fide, or in the great benevolence of my 
friends on the other. As to the college, it was all pain 
and no profit to me; but fome expenfe and great labour. 
From the preachers” fund, the conferences can witne!s 
for me, | have taken nothing. Of the book interefi, 
you can witnefs, I have received nothing—Of the 
chartered fund I am independent, and with to keep 
fo—Of money brought to conference or collected pub- 
lickly at times, it has been appropriated, with the niceft 
equality, to the wants and deficiencies of the preach- 
ers; but not any to me. You have fettled my annual 
accounts, and have the book charge. Brother Nelfon 
Reed will do me the juftice I demand, he having had 
the fettling of the college books and my accounts. 
Brother I’. Morrell and Philip Bruce have had a mott 
intimate acquaintance with my temporal affairs, and 
the infpection of my yearly accounts. Yet, after allyl 
mutt die to prove, by my laft will and teftament, that 
I have not made my gain by the gofpel of Chrift. 
And fhould I die as poor as I have lived, it will be faid, 
by iufpicious, ungenerous men, ‘that I have made ap- 
propriations in my life-time. TF fhall call upon the 
conferences, John Dickins, Nelfon Reed, and Thomas 
Morrell, as "witnefles to the truth of what I have writ- 
ten, as a debt of duty and of love they owe me, who 
am their brother and companion in the kingdom and 
patience of Jefus Chritt. 

7 FRANCIS ASBURY. 





AS Mr. Afbury, in the above letter, is pleafed to 
call upon me, as well as a few other perfons, to tefti- 
fy the truth of what he has written, it is with the 
greatcft cheerfulnefs that I comply with his requeft. 
Both from a fenfe of duty and refpe&, 1 now declare, 
in the -y folemn manner, that Mr. Afbury has never 
received any money from the hook-fund, nor ever 
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dropt the moft diftant hint, to my knowledge, of de- 
firing or expecting any thing either from that fund, or 
from the charter-fund. And farther, I have frequent- 
ly fettled his book of private accounts, in which I have 
always found that he has charged himfelf with the do- 
nations of his friends, or whatever money he has re- 
ceived, and credited himfelf with nothing but twenty- 
four pounds a year, and his travelling expenfes: and 
at the clofe of a year, the balance has been carried to 
the proper fide of a new account for another year. 
And when he left this city laft, he had not money e- 
nough to bear his expenfes for one month. | fhall con- 
clude with adding, that, from my long and intimate ac- 
guaintance with him, I think I meyer knew a man fe 
difinterefted as Mr. Afbury is. 
JNO. DICKINS. 
Julyzoth 1798. 





LETTER LX. 


[From Mifs. H. A. R. to the Rev. J. Wefley.} 


Macclesfield, O&. 15, 1779. 
Rey. Sir, 


INCE I received your faft, I have had a return of 
the pain in my fide, an oppreflion of my lungs, 
and fometimes (which I never had before) fuch a 


yellownefs on my kin, that I apprehended it would 
turn to.the jaundice. After eating or drinking, 1 was 
thrown into violent heats, and afterwards into cold, 
fainting fweats. ‘Then I was either in great pain at my 
ftomach, or elfe fo fleepy that I could mot keep my 
eyes open for a confiderable time. But blefled be God! { 
I found it a fweet affliction ; for never did I find Chritt 
fo precious; my evidence ‘fo clear; my will fo unre- 
fervedly fwallowed up in his, nor the intercourfe fo 
truly =? betwixt him “_- my believing foul. Hence 
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I loved, and praifed him for every pain; and had i¢ 
been his adorable will to have called me hence, how’ 
gladly fhould I have obeyed the joyful fummons, and 
hafted to the prefence of my Beloved, my Friend, my 
God, and my All! But feeing he ftill {pares me a little 
longer, I embrace his will, and blefs the merciful hand 
which brought me down, and hath raifed me up again. 
I fee an open field, a boundlefs profpect of new de- 
lights lies open before me. I fee and feel that God 
hath engaged all his attributes in my behalf: and in 
his ftrength I fear no crofs, no fhame, no enemies; 
for my Leader, my Captain, my King is the Lord of 
hofts. My enemies are his enemies, and his are mine. 
His glory is my only aim, and my only happinefs. O 
precious thought! O blifs, not imaginary, but real! 
not fading, but everlafting; fot decreafing, but ever 
growing! O vaft abyfs of unfathomable love! And as 
this is my portion, fo, Dear Sir, it is yours alfo. We 
experience it now, and fhall for ever know it! On 
thefe accounts how eafy is the fight of faith! how de- 
lichtful the labours of love! and how welcome the 
crofs we bear for him who is our life, our ftrength, 
and our falvation! 

Dear Mr. S. is ftill unable to go into his circuit, and 
I fear he will never be much better, Cold bathing 
feems to do him moft good; but he is very ill, efpeci- 
ally in the mornings. His grief at not being able to 
travel, is, I believe, a great hindrance to his recovery. 
My foul feels great nearnefs to him; for I believe he 
is, in a peculiar fenfe, beloved of God, and a faithful 
fteward of his grace. 

I hope, Sir, you will remember him at the throne 
of grace, that God may either reftore him to his form- 
er ufefulnefs, or elfe help him to be perfe@ly refigned 
to his adorable will; for you know, dear Sir, that to 
have a foul all on fire for doing good, kept back and 
higdered by ficknefs, weaknefs, or other bodily infirm- 
ity. muft be a great temptation to the contrary. But 
as there are none fo weak as myfelf, and, of confer 
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quence, who ftand more in need of divine affiftance, 
I hope you will not ceafe to mention me in your pray- 
ers. In fo doing you will greatly oblige, Rev. Sir, 
your very unworthy, but moft affectionate friend and 
fervant, 

H. A. R, 


A 
Poetry. 
THE LAST JUDGMEN®. 


By Wittiam Parnerr’ Mizcer. 
tere. 


HE rolling ocean groans, the ftars grow pale, 
» And vengeance bids her fiercér fires prevail ; 
The trumpetefounds, thesftartled dead arife, 
And the laft day the fick’ning fun fupplies ; 
Jehovah comes, and bids the world draw nigh, 
His faintseleéting for the realms on high, 
Of pure religion now compleats the plan, 
And now he vindicates his ways to man: 
His angel {wears “ that time fhall be no more,”’ 
And {trikes éternity’s tremendous door : 
It opens! God invifible fo long 
Appears ; the great, the terrible, the ftrong ; 
Around him thunders roll, and lightnings blaze, 
His glittering throne, the wings of cherubs raife, 
The veil is drawn ; to God the nations bow, 
Unhappy thofe to whom unknown till now. 
A fecond time commanded from the dutt, 
In whom, in what, fhall guilty mortals truft ; 
Around they roll their eyes no hills appear, 
Above no azure fky, no circling {phere, 
The judge and eriminai alone are found, 
"Tis all vacuity or flame around : 
The wretch, in agonies of ftrong defpair, 
Would fhua the glories which he cannot fhare ; 
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Before his guilty face his hands difplay’d, 
Thofe hands intolerable beams pervade. 
Depart, he hears—irrevocable doom !—~ 

“And finks for ever to infernal gloom, 

Where grief tio cafe from ceafelefs tears can know, 
Nor groans exprefs unutterable woe: 

But he whofe blamelefs life religion bleft, 
Looks up and feels no terrors in his breatt ; 
On that auguft tribunal he perceives 

The God in whom, unfeen, the faint believes, 
His love’s chief object and his hope’s fole end, 
At once his\judge, his adyocate, and friend ; 


But hope “‘thall now his breaft refign, 
Love onietger eran’ ‘divine. 
4 ———— 


: Ww» 


ON A Pit, osoRNiC IND, 


HEN phifoRepphiceetdtay ne” engage the mind, 
A ferious brow, and looks intenfe, we find; ; 
Notahat thofe looks the leaft of dotibrdeclare, 
While cértain truths have banifh’d ev’ry care. 
Thius Plaigs, Sotrates, ferenely fate, My 
And Cato, wn, defy’d i injurious fate. “> 





Tuz CONVERSION or GALEN. 


Galen, though an Athicilt, was a ftritt obferver of nature, and,” 


by accident, finding a fkeleton, he thought it of too curious a cons 
fRtruction to be the produétion of chance. 


ORBEAR, vain man, to launch, with reafon’s eyes. 


Thro’ the vaft depths of dark, immenfity ; 
Nor think thy narrow, but prefumptuous mind 
The leaft idea of thy God can find. brain, 
, Thoughts! crowding thoughts, diftra& the lab’ring 
* For how can finite infinite explain ! 
‘Then God adore, and confcious reft in this— 
None but himfelf can paint him as he is. 





